INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
(INDIA-PAKISTAN COOPERATION)
INDUS WATERS TREATY 1960
i.

The Indus system of rivers comprises of main stem of Indus river
along with its five left bank tributaries, namely, the Ravi, the Beas,
the Sutlej , the Jhelum and the Chenab and a right bank tributary,
namely, the Kabul which does not flow through India.

ii.

The Ravi, the Beas and the Sutlej are together called as Eastern
Rivers while the Chenab, the Jhelum and the Indus main are called
as Western Rivers.

iii.

The Indus Waters Treaty was signed between India and Pakistan
on 19 September 1960 in Karachi. The Treaty contains a
Preamble, twelve articles and eight detailed annexures.

iv.

The Treaty provides India an absolute control of all the waters of
Eastern Rivers while Pakistan shall receive for unrestricted use all
those waters of the Western Rivers which India is under obligation
to let flow beyond the permitted uses.

v.

India is permitted to use the waters of Western rivers for
a. Domestic use
b. Non consumptive use
c. Agricultural Use as set out in Annexure C
d. Generation of hydro-electric power as set out in Annexure D

vi.

India is also permitted to construct storage of water on Western
Rivers upto 3.6 million acre feet (MAF) for various purposes as
specified in the Annexure E of the Treaty.

vii.

Both India and Pakistan undertook to establish a permanent post
of Commissioner for Indus Waters. The two Commissioners
constitute the Permanent Indus Commission (PIC). Unless either
Government should decide to take up any particular issue directly
with the other Government, each Commissioner will be the

representative of his Government for all matters arising out of this
Treaty
viii.

The purpose and functions of the Commission inter alia are to:
a. establish and promote cooperative arrangements for the
Treaty implementation;
b. furnishing or exchange of information or data provided for in
the Treaty; and
c. promote cooperation between the Parties in the development
of the waters of the Indus system;
d. examine and resolve by agreement any question that may
arise between the Parties concerning interpretation or
implementation of the Treaty.

ix.

The Commission is required to meet regularly at least once a year,
alternately in India and Pakistan and also when requested by
either Commissioner. The Commission is also required to
undertake tours of inspection of the Rivers and Works for
ascertaining the facts connected with various developments and
works on the Rivers.

x.

To enable Pakistan to satisfy itself that India’s planned projects are
within the Treaty provisions, India is required to communicate to
Pakistan, in writing, their information specified in the Treaty.
Pakistan can raise objections within three months of the receipt
which are then resolved under Article IX.

xi.

Article IX of the Treaty deals with the settlement of differences and
disputes. If the Commission is unable to resolve a specific
problem, provisions have been made for reference to a Neutral
Expert under Annexure E and a Court of Arbitration Annexure G.

xii.

Article XII provides for the provisions of the Treaty to continue in
force until terminated by a duly ratified treaty between the two
Governments.

